Below are the major  bullet points which ALL Clubs playing persons under the age of 18 must be aware, for 2007 Surridge North Somerset League  Season. The North Somerset Cricket League fully endorses the ECB Guidance and expects all Clubs to comply with the provisions below. A Club which fails to do so will be regarded as in breach of the “ General Standards of the League” as set out at Management Rule 8

In addition any Club which fails to comply with these Guidelines also runs the risk of litigation if a youngster suffers injury or harm or any form of loss whilst within the care and control of YOUR cricket Club. In such circumstances it will be the  Officers of the Club who would be potentially liable 

The age definition is based on the youngster’s age as at 31st August of the previous year; eg 31st August 2006 for the current season, unless otherwise stated below

· No Minimum age for a youngster to play in our League cricket is set, but the following  principles will apply

· Any Club wishing to play a  player in the Under 13 age group or younger, must have an explicit written letter of consent from the youngster’s parent or legal guardian. A copy of this letter should be sent to the League Administrator as soon as reasonably possible The Club must ensure that it has a  Child Protection Policy  which has been communicated in advance to the parent or legal guardian. The  Parent or Legal Guardian must be present at all times whilst their youngster is in the care and control of the club. Clubs should ensure that if the youngster is using the changing / shower facilities , that the parent / legal guardian is present at all times. Clubs are also advised to ensure that the parent / legal guardian is responsible for the transportation of their youngsters to and from away games.
· Any Club wishing to play a player in the Under 11 age group may only do so with the approval of the North Somerset Cricket League Chairman or Administrator. Approval will usually only be given where evidence is produced by a Club suitably qualified Coach ( Level 2 / UKCC 2) that the player is “exceptionally talented”.
· The League expects BEFORE the start of any League Match that each captain in the presence of any non playing umpires notify the other captain of the identity and ages of all persons under the age of 19, at the date of the match, who will be playing in the match 
· A Common Sense policy representing the Common Law Duty of Care is also re-affirmed namely “ All Clubs must recognise that they have a duty of care towards all young players who are representing their club. The Duty of Care is interpreted in two ways

· Not to place a young player in a position that involves a unreasonable risk to that young person taking into account the circumstances of the match and relevant skills of the player

· Not to create a situation that places members of the opposing side in a position whereby they cannot play cricket as they would normally do against adult players

· The Parental Consent which allows a parent to give approval for a young person not to wear a helmet with face guard when batting has been abolished. This means that all young persons who are under 18 years of age at the date of the League Match or the date of Practice must wear a helmet with face guarding when batting or as a wicket keeper standing up to the stumps.

· A young person must also wear a helmet if acting as a runner for an injured batsman. This is irrespective of the fact that the injured batsman may not be wearing a helmet

· The ECB fielding directive for youngsters  will apply in NSCL 

· For Youngsters under 13 years of age -a youngster must NOT to field closer than 11 yards (10 metres) from the Middle Stump except behind the wicket on the OFF SIDE until the batsman has played at the ball

· For Youngsters under 15 years of age - a youngster must NOT to field closer than 8 yards (7.3 metres) from the Middle Stump except behind the wicket on the OFF SIDE until the batsman has played at the ball

· Youngsters in the Under 16 to Under 18 age group (who have not reached 18) must  wear a helmet and for boys an abdominal protector (box) when fielding within 6 yards (5.5 metres)  of the bat except behind the wicket on the OFF SIDE.

NB 1; These restrictions shall apply whether or not the youngster wears a helmet

NB 2 Where a youngster in these age groups comes within the restricted distance, the Umpire must stop the game immediately and instruct the fielder to move back.

· The fast bowling directive for youngsters under the age of 19 will apply as follows, amended to take account of the fact that in the NSCL it is a maximum of 8 overs per bowler in any event

Under 13 s; maximum of 8 overs in a match; no more than 4 overs in a spell

Under 15s; maximum of 8  overs in a match; no more than 5 overs in a spell

Under 17s; maximum of 8 overs in a match; no more than 6 overs in a spell

